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Kansas Codes Collaborative
2/19/14 Meeting Notes

Members Present: Tim Ryan, Chair; Neal Ezell; Rod Haney; Rod Haney; Jerry Mallory;
Tina Rakes; George Schluter; Thomas Stolz; Greg Talkin; Barry Walthall

Guests: Jim Boone; Bruce Chyka; Bud Lett; Deje Glassburn; Gary Highfill; Bruce Snead

KCC Energy Division Staff: Liz Brosius, Ryan Freed, Lila White

Welcome and introductions

Tim Ryan, Chair, welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the Codes Collaborative
and asked members and guests to introduce themselves.

Purpose and scope of Kansas Codes Collaborative

Tim Ryan gave a brief PowerPoint presentation, outlining the purpose and proposed
scope of the Kansas Codes Collaborative (see presentation text, copied below). He
explained that the Energy Division had established this new group to identify issues
and best practices in local codes compliance, not to push codes adoption. He also
outlined some proposed tasks (such as preparing a list of the amendments to adopted
codes) that the group might want to pursue.

Following Tim Ryan'’s presentation, Ryan Freed, Energy Division Director, reiterated
that the purpose is not to encourage codes adoption by local jurisdictions. The Energy
Division has established this new working group to strengthen the State’s tracking and
monitoring of compliance with the existing, locally adopted codes.

Discussion of current compliance issues in local jurisdictions

Tim Ryan asked members to briefly discuss the energy codes and compliance issues in
their jurisdictions.

Greg Talkin explained that the Unified Government of Wyandotte County/ KC, KS, had
adopted the 2009 IECC without amendments.

Barry Walthall, said that Lawrence had adopted the last three iterations of the IECC
(2006, 2009, and 2012). He noted that the 2012 code was amended in several ways,



including changes to the required air changes. Neal Ezell, Lawrence homebuilder and
member of the City’s codes-related advisory board, explained that the code had been
amended to allow for HERS ratings as an alternative compliance option. Walthall noted
that allowing alternative compliance methods make it harder from the codes official’s
perspective. In response to a question from Tim Ryan, Walthall clarified that Lawrence
was inspecting/testing all of the new homes, approximately 150 annually (compared to
two or three times that number before the recession). Walthall and Ezell also explained
that the City will tighten the required HERS rating for compliance from 80 to 75,
beginning July 1, 2014, and then to 70 in 2015.

There was a brief discussion about the lack of national standards for HERS raters.
Walthall said they were requiring raters to receive training through specified Kansas
training entities in order to be qualified for codes compliance work for the City. Tim
Ryan mentioned that DOE had the National Institute of Building Sciences about
establishing national standards.

Jim Boone, who attended on behalf of Wess Galyon, Wichita Area Homebuilders
Association, asked how much time was involved in codes compliance. Jerry
Mallory, Johnson County, said that they spend most of their time during plan
review and use HERS ratings for compliance also. George Schluter, National
Association of Home Builders, expressed concerns about the gap between the code

and RESNET. = ) L ) )
There was a brief discussion of the NFPA 285 certification requirement in the 2012

commercial code and the complications this creates (for both builders and codes
officials) for large commercial projects.

George Schluter said it would be useful to catalog the amendments to the adopted
codes and also find out why jurisdictions chose to make amendments.

Rod Haney, City of Winfield and President of the ICC Heart of America Chapter, said
that they didn’t perform plan reviews in Winfield. He noted that this may be the case in
other small jurisdictions.

Thomas Stolz noted that he would be working towards getting the 2012 codes adopted
and asked for suggestions on how to sell the codes to elected officials. Tim Ryan said
that Overland Park put together a stakeholder group as part of their adoption process;
he doesn’t think that the interest in energy efficiency is likely to go away (also, comfort
is a big issue). Jerry Mallory said Johnson County invited all the licensed contractors to
comment on the code before adoption. George Schluter said that, although he doesn’t
think energy efficiency should be part of the code, it’s here to stay.

Bruce Snead commented that, as a member of the previous working group (the Energy
Efficiency Building Codes Working Group), he was interested in the compliance issues.
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He agreed that there needed to be a change in the way appraisers evaluated energy
efficiency and that the blower-door test is a critical tool.

Tim Ryan suggested that, going forward, the group may want to consider separate
discussions on compliance issues for the thermal envelope, mechanical equipment,
lighting, etc.

Staff update

Liz Brosius discussed the plan for the annual “survey” of local jurisdictions. She said
that, in addition to developing an accurate listing of the codes adopted in targeted
jurisdictions, the Energy Division hopes to continue to get more details about
compliance. She explained that the 61 jurisdictions currently being contacted included
those cities and counties that appear to have the most building activity and also
included all cities of the first class.

There was a preliminary discussion of the best way to start compiling amendments to
adopted codes. Among the suggestions were the following: (1) focus on residential
energy codes first, (2) use the Heart of America’s email list to reach out to additional
codes officials and jurisdictions, (3) include the request for more information about
amendments in the annual codes survey, which is scheduled for early April.

There was a discussion of the Energy Efficiency Disclosure form, in which the
responsible parties (sellers = realtors and homebuilders) and the timing of the disclosure
(when new home are being shown) were clarified.

More information about the Codes Collaborative and building energy codes is available
on the Energy Division’s web pages: http://kcc.ks.gov/energy/index.htm

Other business, next steps

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 26, 2014, at 1:30 p.m., in the KCC’s
Third Floor Hearing Room. Tim Ryan suggested that a discussion of compliance with
mechanical systems would one of the topics on the agenda.

Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Text of Tim Ryan’s PowerPoint Presentation, Kansas Codes Collaborative
Why is this effort necessary?

»  This collaborative will allow state and local agencies to better understand the compliance picture of energy
codes within the State of Kansas.

Kansas Codes Collaborative — 2/19/14 Meeting Notes — Page 3


http://kcc.ks.gov/energy/index.htm

» By establishing the collaborative we can identify ways the Energy Office of KCC can assist and support
compliance with codes as adopted by local jurisdictions. (e.g. training and data collection of amendments)

Scope of the Collaborative

To provide additional support for energy code compliance in local jurisdictions, The Energy Division at the Kansas
Corporation Commission (KCC) has established this collaborative. Because Kansas is a home rule state, the
responsibility for adoption and enforcement building energy codes lies with local jurisdictions.

Scope of the Collaborative

The charge of the Collaborative is to determine ways to strengthen the State’s compliance program, including the
following activities:

»  Catalog amendments made to energy codes as adopted by local jurisdictions

» ldentify current enforcement practices, including alternatives to traditional enforcement, common issues
and obstacles.

* ldentify training needs

*  Recommend improvements to annual codes survey. (spring of 2014)
Scope of the Collaborative
What the Collaborative is not:

* Anavenue to promote or pursue a statewide energy code.

* Anavenue to force local jurisdictions to adopt energy codes or the latest energy codes
Best Practices

*  Amendments

*  Training and education needs for all stakeholders

»  Construction practices

*  Collaboration efforts at the local effort

+  Obstacles to adoption and enforcement of codes; construction; design; etc.
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